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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 15,718 NA 4,571 3,977
1940 16,559 NA 5,999 2,924
1945 21,124 NA 7,069 1,849
1950 25,835 9,218 9,364 1,853
1954 30,669  9,429 6,471 1,818
1959 31,904  8,704 8,440 3,468
1964 31,586 7,273 3,735 1,086
1969 39,386 6,727 3,461 1,028
1974 39,167 4,398 1,949 669
1978 34,792 4,363 4,936 724
1982 36,917 4,644 3,381 1,346
1987 30,344 3,018 2,620 1,659
1992 32,625 3,364 1,304 957
1997 30,821 3,556 166 1,656

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 521 471 492

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 7,413 8,755 4,573
Grains 2,315 1,889 635
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 603 393 411
Other field crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 4,274 6,289 (D)
Forest Products Sold 258 7 75

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 13,152 14,307 12,540

Poultry and products (D) 1 (D)
Dairy products 6,258 7,120 4,847
Cattle and calves 5,973 6,866 6,451
Hogs and pigs (D) 128 695
Sheep, lambs and wool 61 22 (D)
Other livestock and          
 products 846 168 493

Total income from sales: 20,565 23,062 17,113

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 113 190 43

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 18 72 188 133 47 16 9 483
1978 19 89 190 124 53 19 7 501
1982 36 120 181 118 56 26 7 537
1987 26 119 173 111 43 20 6 492
1992 17 123 171 100 38 22 4 471

1997 20 149 199 98 33 22 ---- 521
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 258 236 228 242
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279 256 243 279

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 2 1 3
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 31 30 24
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 84 69 80
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 109 123 116
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 122 96 144
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 144 152 154
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 56 57 57
NA  Not available.
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CULPEPER
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Culpeper County is located in the upper Piedmont Plateau of
northern Virginia. The county is perhaps most well-known for the “Culpeper
Minute Men,” sent out in 1775 to join Patrick Henry.  

According to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 521
farms in the county, each averaging 221 acres in size.  These farms
accounted for 114,926 acres,  or 47 percent of the county's total land area
of 243,948 acres.  The average value per farm in 1997, including land and
buildings, was $539,155.

The topography of Culpeper is rolling to hilly, with altitudes varying
from about 250 feet to upwards of 600 feet.    The county is bound by the
Rappahannock River on the east and  the Rapidan River on the south. The
frost-free growing period averages 180 days, usually extending from April 18
to October 16.  Annual precipitation averages almost 41 inches, with the
heaviest rainfall falling in July and August.  Winters are rigorous, but not
severe, and are usually moderate enough to allow outdoor work.
Temperatures in the area average about 34 degrees in January and 78 in
July. 

Livestock, poultry, and related products are the leading sources of
farm income in Culpeper, accounting for 64 percent of sales in 1997.  Cattle
and calves were the leading source of income and accounted for 29 percent
of these farm receipts, while dairy products  contributed another 30 percent.
There have been substantial gains in crop production in recent years,
especially in corn, small grains, and hay,  but most of this harvest  is used
to feed the growing livestock population.

Forests cover about 43 percent of the county’s total land area, and
in 1992, about 24,000 acres of farmland were in woodland.  There are a few
small woodworking plants, sawmills, and related industries in the area that
supplement the agricultural economy.

Culpeper, the county seat, is the principal shopping center and local
outlet for many farm products.  The proximity of Washington, D.C., however,
makes it an important market as well, especially for milk and dairy products.

In 1990, the estimated county population was 27,791.   The total
gross personal income in that year was $484.0 million,  or an average of
$17,399 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,747 186,858 37 47,911 2,116 84,447 5,159 NA 44,305
1940 1,230 178,684 45 52,488 2,180 67,815 NA NA NA
1945 1,419 195,692 52 55,841 2,573 15,919 62,701 NA 53,830
1950 1,115 170,399 88 47,428 7,913 24,339 41,327 NA 42,230
1954 1,128 178,027 109 47,049 3,718 14,177 57,856 NA 49,723
1959 853 170,330 159 46,185 5,143 11,888 58,058 NA 44,044
1964 590 150,475 216 40,959 6,945 15,677 36,518 5,002 19,740
1969 592 153,332 366 38,653 8,536 29,568 29,765 7,433 21,923
1974 2/ 483 137,812 766 41,449 3,353 28,152 24,649 8,432 18,730
1978 501 141,023 1,039 43,606 4,204 33,292 24,571 8,537 22,668
1982 537 143,434 1,328 50,804 2,199 26,901 22,868 7,559 27,987
1987 492 121,198 1,738 40,304 7,482 27,905 16,280 3,481 20,787
1992 471 115,295 2,327 44,440 5,286 22,838 14,815 4,620 19,756
1997 521 114,926 2,598 43,369 3,871 24,959 16,574 2,929 18,805
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 966 2,987 3,618 6,605 541 1,726 11,207 12,933
1940 822 NA NA 21,356 600 NA NA 9,325
1945 449 NA NA 11,212 319 NA NA 3,164
1950 363 1,299 4,919 6,218 261 619 1,419 2,038
1954* 40 574 940 1,514 27 251 974 1,225
1959* 36 344 727 1,071 21 59 823 882
1964* 14 38 201 239 5 NA 62 62
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 8 (D) (D) 323 5 (D) (D) 94
1987 4 (D) (D) (D) 4 (D) (D) (D)
1992 5 (D) (D) 2,660 NA NA NA NA
1997 7 194 (D) (D) 7 (D) (D) 210

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,215 237,674 172 21,495 NA NA
1950 2/ 404 61,824 114 18,549 NA NA
1954 3/ 6 84,500 102 10,442 NA NA
1959 3/ 7 343,000 27 2,478 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 1 (D) 10 27,962 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- 2 (D) 9 (D)
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 18 (D)
1978 5/ ---- ---- 1 (D) 4 (D)
1982 1 (D) ---- ---- 9 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)

1997 ---- ---- 1 (D) 2 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 17,333 26.7 463,124 8,971 14.2 127,510 411 NA NA
1940 16,113 35.3 569,055 8,185 16.7 137,079 NA NA 1,838
1945 15,569 30.5 475,535 8,120 23.3 189,519 NA NA 1,451
1950 10,572 47.2 498,925 4,216 18.1 76,261 196 18.4 3,599
1954 7,134 28.6 204,239 2,034 27.3 55,475 79 17.5 1,385
1959 2/ 8,946 51.9 463,947 1,606 21.1 33,828 147 13.2 1,942
1964 4,836 51.3 248,005 1,034 31.5 32,593 81 23.1 1,875
1969 8,746 86.3 754,394 1,157 36.3 42,025 82 18.1 1,482
1974 11,911 82.4 981,415 3,085 36.8 113,431 112 19.3 2,156
1978 13,783 82.9 1,142,523 986 33.5 33,070 535 31.0 16,568
1982 15,108 93.9 1,417,926 3,027 36.4 110,279 2,113 29.1 61,440
1987 5,863 65.7 385,253 2,203 39.5 87,052 1,260 21.7 27,367
1992 7,745 101.0 782,564 2,461 53.5 131,712 2,750 35.3 97,165
1997 6,606 75.2 496,684 1,330 51.5 68,462 4,258 29.3 124,749

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 57 807 20,626 1,691 36,241 728 7,403 239 24,839 49 3,380
1940 34 784 22,451 2,396 73,807 1,016 12,708 197 15,642 31 1,873
1945 33 2,118 90,908 2,980 115,269 945 15,126 142 8,772 13 726
1950 36 3,551 149,231 2,433 84,898 71 715 58 9,676 2 825
1954 27 4,509 223,749 2,209 93,509 59 1,082 106 31,998 1 1,057
1959 25 3,275 130,382 3,443 138,767 211 3,248 16 3,330 NA 574
1964 23 1,275 54,140 3,071 150,598 165 2,620 3 663 NA 133
1969 43 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 22 NA NA NA NA NA NA 1 32 NA 30
1978 12 357 16,867 1,449 66,040 (D) (D) (D) (D) NA NA
1982 82 70 3,276 1,307 70,297 NA NA (D) 675 NA NA
1987 (D) 52 1,580 1,019 48,680 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 72 26 1,880 846 49,848 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 43 (D) (D) 756 57,266 NA NA (D) 110 NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 16,932 1,009 2,111 13,413 12,803 147 116
1940 21,805 1,110 2,211 17,384 16,377 56 63
1945 23,398 1,727 4,131 20,225 17,590 5 4
1950 27,136 4,231 11,178 20,074 23,706 118 137
1954 24,964 4,514 7,708 12,660 12,544 1,426 1,931
1959 24,905 5,328 15,026 15,054 20,474 700 1,203
1964 21,392 4,683 10,106 12,485 15,559 1,075 1,878
1969 17,899 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 19,220 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 21,041 1,894 5,033 14,549 25,670 966 1,750
1982 23,268 2,207 7,001 17,428 30,437 869 1,292
1987 26,393 4,130 13,189 18,091 33,247 1,395 1,991
1992 25,363 4,628 11,615 17,944 34,461 765 1,305
1997 27,041 1,789 4,494 20,709 38,441 261 519

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

CULPEPER


